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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Since the last number of The Record appeared we 
have received the full list of Nominations for 
Council, and find that there are fourteen Candidates 
for the six vacant seats. The names of three 
gentlemen come upon most of us as a surprise. 
Messrs. Dray, Cartledge, and Simcocks are by no 
means unknown men, and it seems a pity that they 
should have detracted from their chances of election 
by treating with contempt the very widely prevail- 
ing feeling that our representatives should acquaint 
the profession with their views on current topics. 
Perhaps these remarks are not quite applicable to 
Mr. Simcocks—the representative of lreland—who 
at the last moment has issued a circular which we 
print on another page. It is possible that we mis- 
interpret the feeling of the members, and that the 
voting papers will afford evidence that a large 
section of our Body are indifferent to the views of 
their representatives, or that they are still willing 
to entrust well-known names with a blank cheque, 
We have exactly the same respect for a veterinary 
surgeon who gives a vote for a candidate for our 
Council without knowing his opinions, as we have 
for the Elector who gives his parliamentary vote 
without regard to the politics of the Candidate he 
supports. 





Is there any reason why the Nominations for 
Council should be made public before the election 
papers are sentout? We will just offer one. Sup- 
pose some year that only three nominations are sent 
in by the general body of practitioners for six 
vacant seats. Only the Secretary and President 
would be aware of the state of affairs, and they, or 
their friends need only nominate three acquaintances 
to render their election safe. Such a_ possibility, 
even though remote, should be guarded against. 
Publicity would render this impossible ; and it re- 
mains for some one to state what advantage is 
derivable from secrecy. We know of none—but 
the disadvantages are too obvious. 








The Ninth Clause of the Charter of 1876 renders 
all members who are not also Fellows ineligible to 
act as members of Council, or as Examiners. The 
reason given in the Charter for the creation of the 
Fellowship is expressed thus:—‘“in order more 
effectually to promote and encourage the study of 
veterinary medicine and surgery.” Ten years were 
given to the Members to afford time and opportunity 
for qualification as Fellows, and three more years 
have passed since the Clause became operative. 

_ The first batch of Fellows consisted of about a 
hundred members who were selected by the Council 
without any examination being required, and the 
fee charged them for the degree was ten guineas. 

e number of Fellows has been increased by 
graduates who have submitted to examination and 
paid a fee of fifteen guineas; but at the present 
time does not reach a total of 200. Fourteen out 
of every fifteen members of the profession are in- 





eligible for election as Examiners or Councilmen. 
It seems tolerably certain that a majority of the 
profession do not accept the position, and would 
gladly see the ninth clause repealed. Vis unita 
fortior is our Corporate motto, and no one will dis- 
pute that uniformity of interests and aims is 
desirable ; but uniformity may be too dearly pur- 
chased, and it is well to quietly discuss this 
subject before it becomes a burning ques- 
tion, and a _ possible cause of  dis-union. 
Not a little rhetorical enthusiasm has lately been 
expended on the subject at our Veterinary Societies 
and the Clause has repeatedly been called “a gross 
injustice.” Now this is exaggeration. There is no 
injustice in the action of the clause, but there may 
have been a mistake. The Council that obtained 
the 1876 Charter was legally elected by the pro- 
fession, their action was open, and was discussed. 
The profession was consulted, and approved either 
by silence or by positive assent. The Council 
acted for the best; they saw the indolence and 
apathy of members, who apparently obtained the 
diploma only to legalise their calling and enable 
them to make money; they recognised the fact that 
few members until they had established their repu- 
tations and amassed a competence devoted any 
attention to the profession as a Corporate Body ; 
they could not avoid the inference that only by 
making the Fellowship the sole passage to the posts 
of honour could members be forced to devote some 
attention to scientific progress and professional im- 
provement ; they hoped that the Fellowship would 
be accepted as a passage, and not looked upon as an 
obstacle. That the degree has promoted and en- 
couraged the study of veterinary medicine and 
surgery we have no doubt; that it has forced many 
men to take a greater interest in their profession 
is to us equally evident, but it is by no means clear 
that the ninth clause has assisted in either of these 
advantages. The men who suffer from this clause 
are of two kinds, those with active and intelligent 
minds and those without—the latter are a negligable 
quantity, the former are all quite capable of being 
ornaments to our Council and some, fit members of 
our examining body; but they refuse to qualify. 
They are actively interested in the profession,'they 
keep pace with scientific progress, and are quite 
capable of passing the examination for the Fellow- 
ship. They chivalrously debar themselves from 
access to places of honor and remain members in 
obedience to a sense of right. We quite under- 
stand this feeling but cannot but think it a little 
(Quixotic. , 

The only practical question we consider requires 
solution is this. Is it expedieut that members of 
the profession, who entered before the existence of 
the 1876 Charter, should be eligible for Election as 
Councillors or Examiners? The question is one 
for the profession to decide and the only positive 
intimation we can obtain will be by the voting of 
the members ‘The ‘question of cost may be put 
aside, The estimate of £600 is all moonshine and 
we are well able to pay the hundred or two 
necessary for a new Charter if its necessity be in- 
dicated. 
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CLINICAL NOTES. 


EXTRA UTERINE GESTATION IN A COW. 
sy O. J. Winutams, M.R.C.V.S., Llangefni. 


One night early in November last, I was re- 
quested to attend a cow about six years old. 

The messenger described to me, as near as he 
could, the symptoms under which the cow suffered. 
He was under the impression that it was nothing 
but Tympanitis. **The cow” he said, “is off her 
feed since this morning, and is very dull the whole 
day, and very much swollen, in great pain, and 
stamping her hind feet continually, and her looks is 
very wild.” 

On my arrival, I found my patient in a most 
critical condition; tremendously swollen, and in 
great distress. Pulse 95, hard and irregular; tem- 
perature 108, respiration 32, sweat bedewing her 
whole body, belly very pendulous, (according to 
the master’s almanack she had six weeks to calve). 

Her food consisted of plenty of sweet hay, and a 
basket-full night and morning of good sound tur- 
nips. I explored per rectum, ‘and found normal 
foeces, clots of blood, and toetid mucous, she strained 
very much after this and I inserted the Trocar 
and Canula, A volume of foetid gas escaped through 
the Canula with great force—with the result that 
the onlookers left me alone. This was followed by 
a semi-fluid material of a claret colour; it rushed 
through and spouted a yard or two over the shippon. 
I then cleared the Canula by inserting the Trocar, 
but to my surprise I felt something hard and yield- 
ing under the point of it, not unlike an india-rubber 
ball. 

Rumenotomy had to be performed under the 
greatest difficulties, the only light that of a candle; 
very little room, no assistance except the farm 
servants: but after securing my patient as well as 
we could under the circumstances, I proceeded with 
the operation. I was still under the impression 
that this obstacle was inside the rumen, but to my 
astonishment I could detect in the cut only the 
abdominal wall—skin, muscles, and peritoneum, the 
rumen could not be found. After securing hooks 
on each side of the wound I ventured to introduce 
my hand through the gap, and felt a nose and two 
fore fect of a dead calf, lying on top of the rumen, 
enveloped within a thin serous coat. 

We extracted the calf by traction, he was very 
much decomposed, the odour which was evolved was 
unbearable.; Sutures were applied to the wound 
after I had removed foetal membrane and all the 
fluid I could. I dressed the wound with a good 
charge of Carbolic, and Jeyes’ Disinfectant was 
applied all over the byre. The cow died about 
eighteen hours afterwards. 

Post-mortem revealed rupture of the rumen and 
its large omentum, peritoneum of a deep violet 
color, with portions of it in a state of gangrene, bits 
of chewed hay sticking here and there. ‘The uterus 





with the exception of a small nodule on the inferior 
surface in the median line, having its origin within 
the muscular walls. The Os Uteri in a state of ex- 
treme hardness. The Ovaries large and soft, easily 
torn by thumb and finger. Twelve months pre- 
viously this cow gave birth to her third calf, and 
she was the best milker in the herd—parturition 
always easy, natural, and successful. 





—— 





PROTRUDED OR OVERSHOT PENIS. 
By Tuomas Greaves, F.R.C.V.S, 


In The Veterinary Record of March 9th is an in- 
teresting article on the above subject by “ Ob- 
server,” and the following week another article 
appeared on the same subject by Mr. James Serym- 
geour, V. S., Edinburgh. I read these articles 
with interest, also the method of treatment adopted 
to produce subsidence of the abnormal conditions 
existing. It has been my lot to be called to twelve 
or fifteen of these cases, and since the various 
methods mentioned in The Record do not include 
the method I have adopted successfully, I give, 
for the benefit of my professional brethren, the 
treatment I have employed. 

As to the cause, I have never been quite clear 
about it, except in one case, in which the penis 
habitually projected a few inches, and a rash. reck- 
less man seized hold of it violently, drew it out to 
its full extent. The horse was unable to retract it, 
the organ became greatly distended, and continued 
so for eight or ten hours, when I was sent for. My 
first thcught was to bleed my patient to syncope, 
this I did not do; my second thought was to employ 
a gentle but tolerably firm compress over the whole 
extent made gradually tighter as it approached 
the glans penis. I procured some elastic cloth, or 
broad webbing and stitched it in the shape I wanted 
—tapered—something in the shape of the arm part 
of a lady’s glove; got a twich on the horse, a handy 
man to help me in stretching the elastic and passing 
the penis into it. The view I took of it was that 
blood had passed into the cavernosis penis and could 
not return. The compress fitted capitally ; the 
horse was a little uneasy, but not violent, he was 
left for the night in a loose box, and the next morn- 
ing, to my delight, the penis had completely re- 
ceded, and the'elastic was found in the bedding. 
He ailed no more, 

Every case I have had and treated similar to the 
above has been equally successful with one excep- 
tion. This case had been under treatment for a 
fortnight, fomentations, poultices, suspended, &c., 
without improvement. My method was put into 
practice; it did not accomplish complete success, 
but after a continuance of several weeks the enlarge- 
ment became so much reduced that the horse could 
follow his usual employment without detriment. 
Only about two inches protruded noticeably. 

I'am of opinion that it is quite possible excess of 


very small, and all the ruge in usual condition | concupiscence may be a cause. 
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PNEUMONIA WITH CARDIAC 
COMPLICATION. 


By U w U. 


On the 8th November I saw a case of Pneumonia, 
The patient was weak, off feed and dull; temp. 
105°1, pulse 64, resp. 28. The right lung appeared 
to be worst. Prescribed the usual treatment and 
applied a blister to the sides. 

On the 9th: Temp. 105-1, pulse 64, resp. 28. 
Same treatment. 

On the 10th: Temp. 104-2, pulse 58, resp. 26, 
Feeding a little better. 

On the 11th: Temp. 102-4, pulse 88, resp. 34. 

The heart has a very peculiar sound. There is 
first a very hard beat, but a second sound is not to 
be heard. The patient is constantly down. 

12th Temp. 102-4 Pulse 95 Resp. 40 
138th =, —-: 102° : =— .« = 
14th = ,, 1021 » » 936 

15th. —Died early this morning. Post mortem. 
Right lung in a consolidated state, the left highly 
congested and black, bronchii and trachea con- 
gested, filled with frothy mucus, no effusion into the 
pleura, milky effusion in pericardium, liver con- 
gested and friable, spleen congested. The heart 
rather soft and contained a yellow clot adhering to 
the tricuspid and some dark blood (fluid). Other 
organs normal, 








RUPTURED LIVER. 
By Stpney Vixxar, M.R.C.V.S. 


On the evening of 18th April I was called to see 
a grey mare, eight or nine years of age, the property 
of a neighbour, a horse dealer, which had been in 
his possession about a fortnight during which time 
she had been getting very fat. 

On the side of her off shoulder and stifle were 
abrasions which I was informed were caused by her 
slipping up and falling on a granite pavement while 
at exercise on the previous day, she being then very 
‘fresh ” and jumping about. 

She had not fed well during the day (the 18th) 


and had consequently not been moved from her) 


stall, but the owner did not think there was much 
amiss. At the time of my arrival she was breathing 
very rapidly, was in a cold sweat, her pulse was 
very frequent and indistinct, her extremities were 
cold, and she was evidently dying. The gums, lips, 
and other visible mucous membranes were blanched, 
but had a slight yellow tint. Whiskey being the 
best stimulant at hand, endeavours were made to 
give her some, but on elevating her head she reeled 
and fell in a faint, on the second ‘attempt she fell 
again, and died, the act of dying being somewhat 
prolonged and accompanied by oral breathing. 

umerous enquiries were made by the by-standers 
as to the cause of this, to them, sudden death. That 
the cause was internal hoemorrhage there was no 
toom for doubt. Having regard to the biliary tint 
of the mucous membranes, and the circumstance of 





' 


| with blood, but I could not see any indication of 


her falling on her right side on the previous day, I 
hazarded also the opinion that the liver was the 
organ implicated. A post-mortem examination con- 
firmed this diagnosis. On opening the abdominal 
cavity a large quantity of blood escaped; the capsule 
of the liver and peritoneal coat were separated from 
| the posterior part of the organ itself by a large 
| blood-clot, the clot being thickest .opposite to the 
| Transverse Fissure : there was also in this position 
a ragged rupture of the capsule and peritoneum 
| Which allowed the heemorrhage into the abdominal 
cavity. TIT surmise that in the fall of the previous 
day some small portion of the structure of the liver 
had given way, and extravasation of blood had 
taken place beneath the capsule until it became 
distended ; that the capsule itself ruptured on some 
| movement or extra effort’ on the part of the mare. 

| The liver tissue at its posterior part was saturated 








previous disease, although from her being abundantly 


fed in a dealer’s stable, it is possible that some 


undue congestion of the organ may have been 


present previous to her accident. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 
'BORDER COUNTIES’ VETERINARY MEDICAL 
| SOCIETY, 


The Annual Meeting was held at the Bush Hotel, 








Carlisle, on the 29th March, 1889. Present :—Mr. 
‘J. Donald, F.R.C.V.S. (president) in the chair ; 
| Messrs. Gtreaves, Manchester; Faulkner, Manchester; 
'Campbell, Kirkcudbright ; McIntosh, Dumfries ; 
Carlisle, Carlisle ; Howe, Keswick; Little, Abbey- 
| town; ‘Tallontire, Skelton; Chalmers, Annan : 
' Bell, Senr. Carlisle; Jno. Armstrong, Penrith, 
| (Secretary) ; and others. 

| After the usual routine business the Secretary, in 
accordance with notice given, proposed the election 
of Mr. Tait of Annan to be a member. Mr, 
Donald seconded and motion carried, 

Mr. ArmsrronG gave notice that at next meeting 
he would move that a new book of rules be printed. 
The present book does not contain all the rules, 
whilst some of the rules have been altered, for in- 
stance, the rules as to loan of instruments and others, 
and rule 16 are not included, and the rule 4 is now 
struck out. 

The Presipent then read his inaugural address. 


GENTLEMEN, 

In the first place allow me to express my thanks 
to you for the honour that you have unanimously 
conferred upon me. It is with feelings of trepida- 
tion that I venture to assume the dignified position 
of president of this Society, and had I consulted 
my own personal feelings I should have sought to 
induce some older and more worthy member to fill 
this position. 

It is usual for the president elect of the year to 
inaugurate the proceedings by an address. While 
I do not propose to depart from this established 
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custom, I shall not attempt one of those classic 
orations which are the fashion, but content myself 
by making a few remarks upon what I may call 
every day matters. 

If we glance back to five years ago when this 
Society was first established, I think we cannot 
help feeling that it has been a power for good. 
Many very important matters have from time to 
time been brought forward and dealt with, and I 
think every member will feel that he has obtained 
some useful information from the discussions. In 
the future, 1 think we might with advantage con- 
sider and arrange many matters that affect us 
socially. One thing which I have often thought 
might be agreed upon is a scale of professional fees. 
There is the greatest disparity in the charges made 
by different members of the profession, and I think 
it is a short-sighted and ruinous policy for men to 
charge very low fees to obtain a large practice. I 
am amongst those who would uphold a fair, reason- 
able remuneration; and I think a veterinary sur- 
geon should at least be able to command as much 
for mileage as he would be charged for a hired hack 
from any ordinary posting establishment. It will 
be known to most of you that there are veterinary 
surgeons who will drive their own machine and 
horse at all hours of night or day, in all sorts and 
kinds of weather, for half the fee that would be 
charged him for the distance by a job-master. 
This only leads to a ruinous competition, because 
it 1s not the nature of an Englishman to submit to 
such competition without retaliation, and we should 
remember that one man can afford to charge as 
little as his brother professional, and rather than see 
his clients leaving him will usually enter into com- 
petition on the reduced scale. I seriously think 
we might do something in this direction and agree 
upon a scale of fees which if carried out honestly 
would benefit all parties. I maintain that these low 
fees are a great mistake which, I am afraid, is greatly 
due to want of confidence in ourselves. Why should 
we keep ourselves in poverty for the sake of doing 
our neighbour out of a client? 1 am sure the 
public will think none the worse of us for claiming 
reasonable remuneration for our services; in fact, I 
feel it would raise us in their estimation. 

Professional men should carefully avoid a practice 
which I fear is too common of commenting adversely 
upon the practice of their brethren—a most repre- 
hensible act, especially on cases which the critic 
has never seen. 

I would like to make a remark upon the conduct 
of consultants. When practitioners meet in con- 
sultation great care and circumspection should be 
observed so as not to throw any slight or discredit 
upon the regular attendant. The consultant has a 
decided advantage over the regular attendant, and 
he should be extremely careful not to so exercise it 
to his own advantage. There is one point in this 
connection I will mention, and that is, that some 
experienced practitioners are apt (perhaps un- 
consciously) to air their superiority of intelligence, 
knowledge, and experience, in a way that may un- 
favourably impress the client against his regular 
attendant. All mattters in a consultation should be 





privately discussed by the surgeons engaged therein; 
and in communicating the result of their delibera. 
tions to the client, the use of the first person 
singular should be avoided, and the first persou 
plural only be employed. Were a little more care 
and circumspection used, I feel that consultations 
would be more frequent and satisfactory than now 
obtains. 

We are on the eve of another election of our 
representatives on the Council, and I would remark 
that we should carefully weigh the qualifications of 
each candidate before recording the vote. I am of 
opinion that the rural and general practitioner is 
not sufficiently represented on the Cvuuncil; and I 
deplore the fact that the profession is limited in its 
choice of a candidate to the Fellows. I would re- 
joice to see a repeal of that enactment whereby the 
profession is debarred a more liberal and extended 
choice of representatives. I believe that many ex- 
cellent men are thus debarred offering their services 
on the Council, and I still hold to the belief that 
the limitation of the 9th Clause is detrimental to 
the best interests of the profession. I disagree with 
the dual post of Councilman and Examiner; and I 
regard the matriculation examination as little short 
of a sham, and a disgrace to the profession. Fuller 
reports of the Council’s proceedings would be a great 
advantage to country practitioners, and by another 
year or so, if The Veterinary Record continues to 
furnish us with reports similar to those which have 
already appeared, we will be better able to estimate 
the value of our representatives, and to know how to 
act when election times come round. There are 
many other matters connected with veterinary 
politics that might be discussed, but 1 do not think 
the Society should bind itself, but discuss the quali- 
fications of the various candidates, and then leave 
each elector free to vote for the man or men who 
may seem most likely to represent his views in the 
Council-chamber. 

We should urge our claims to public recognition 
on all matters of animal sanitation and hygiene 
affecting the public health. I claim that the Dairy 
and Cow Sheds order should be under veterinary 
supervision ; and in all matters concerning the com- 
municability of animal diseases to man, the ve- 
terinary profession should take their proper stand 
with the practitioners of human medicine. Who is 
so fit as the veterinary surgeon to pronounce upon 
the quality of our meat supply? I think it is high 
time that some restrictions should be placed upon 
the traffic in diseased meat. It is positively revolt- 
ing to know the class of meat that is dressed and 
sold for human food. In my district it is a very 
rare thing indeed for an animal to be buried—no 
matter how it may have been drugged and doctored. 
I have known animals that have died and stiffened 
dressed and sold for food. I have also known 
animals that suffered from anthrax, septiccemia, 
pulmonary gangrene, and diseases in the most ad- 
vanced stage dressed and sold for food—and that 
against the advice of the veterinary attendant. We, 
as a profession, should do our duty towards the 
public in this matter. ; 

I will not weary you further Gentlemen, but in 
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conclusion ask the members by their regular attend- 
ance, contributions, taking part in the discussions 
and orderly conduct to lend me their assistance to 
successfully conduct the business of this Society 
during the present year. 


At the conclusion of the paper, which was re- 
ceived with applause, the President said, we have 
now to consider the next Election of Councillors for 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr.. Greaves asked if this Association had on 
former occasions selected a representative. 

Mr. Donatyp.—We joined on one occasion with 
the North of England Veterinary Medical Society 
to support Mr. Mulvey and Mr. Elphick. Mr. 
Campbell’s name was then brought before us but it 
was objected to by some of the members on account 
of his being a Fellow. 

Mr. McInrosu.—It was our intention then to 
support Mr. Elphick so as to test the question 
whether or not we could force a Member instead of 
a Fellow on the Board ; and on that occasion I was 
one of those who objected to Mr. Campbell on prin- 
ciple, on the one ground that he was a Fellow. I 
read a paper either then or immediately after, on 
the subject and said all I could on the matter. I 
could not see why those of us who had complied 
with the requirements to become veterinary sur- 
geons should be precluded from taking all the 
benefits belonging to the profession, and I am still 
of that opinion. We have plenty of men who are 
thoroughly qualified both as veterinary surgeons and 
in business capacity to manage the affairs of the 
Council equally with the Fellows. I am quite pre- 
pared to agree that the Examiners should be selected 
from the Fellows who have taken the trouble to get 
their degrees. That was the sole reason why, on 
that oceasion, we objected to Mr. Campbell, and on 
that occasion we should have put Mr. Elphick in 
only Professor Williams who undertook to see to 
the matter did not do so. 

Mr. Donatp.—I may say that the Secretary has 
received a letter from the North of England Society 
asking us to support Professor Walley and Mr. 
Mulvey. 

Mr. Greaves.—There is a good deal of truth and 
common sense in the observations of Mr. McIntosh, 
but he forgets the fact that in our profession there 
are a great many who are very apathetic in the way 
of progress. I do not deny that there are numbers 
of Veterinary Surgeons not Fellows, who are quite 
capable and would do good work. Fellows, as a 
rule, are those who take an active part in the pro- 
gress of the profession, who feel a deep interest in 
it ; and because they show that desire to advance 
themselves and the profession they become Fellows. 
I don’t say that they are all of that character. 
There are several men that will hold aloof, as our 
friend Mr. McIntosh, who is an able man and very 
fit and capable of becoming a Fellow, but he does 
not choose to put himself under examination to 
become one. We shall be proud to see him a 
Fellow, but if he were elected to the Council to- 
morrow it might be that he would change as others 
have done, and become a Fellow. 











As regards the dual appointment, I can tell you 
that the Fellows who are elected Examiners are 
elected because they are eminently fitted for the 
purpose. '‘I'hey are men who have studied and 
fitted themselves to become eminent in their pro- 
fession, and when a man has advanced himself to 
that stage he is not only a valuable examiner but a 
valuable councillor. We find those members who 
are examiners are such as the Council could ill-spare, 
and I for one should be very sorry to see them not 
members because they were examiners. I should 
prefer if it were decided that they must be one or 
the other that they be members of Council, but the 
profession would be losers. At present I do not see 
the force of the argument against it, and I should 
be very sorry to see anything done to prevent it. 
But, Gentlemen, you cannot prevent it unless you 
get another Charter, and to do that would cost 
£600 or £700, and the apathy in the profession is 
such that you will have great difficulty in raising 
such asum. I think we cannot do better than re- 
main as we are. 

Mr. Campsett.—I am an interested party—I 
don’t know whether I should say, unfortunate— 
but I am in the position of being both an Examiner 
and a Member of Council. If you will look at the 
matter broadly you will find that it is extremely 
difficult for the Council to elect competent ex- 
aminers. A member must be satisfied that the 
party whom he appoints is fitted to be on the ex- 
amining board, and that he is perfectly competent 
to carry out the duty, and in order to do this a 
member must be well acquainted with the candi- 
dates, he must have full knowledge himself—or 
have the authority cf some one upon whom he can 
conscientiously depend—that the party nominated 
is a competent authority. 

The Members of Council created the Fellowship 
degree’with the desire of elevating the profession 
in its social standing and scientific bearing. I say 
that any member of the profession who has oppor- 
tunities for doing so should study his work and go 
up like a man and pass the examination for the 
Fellowship. The Council in order to stimulate 
members of the profession to go in for the examina- 
tion had passed a bye-law abolishing the pre- 
liminary test, and leaving the examination wholly 
in the hands of the professional examiners. So 
that now you do not require to pass the Dean of 
Preceptors at all, but simply the professional ex- 
aminers. — , 

I am very sorry to hear of this agitation begin- 
ing. I represent the Scottish Societies, and so long 
as I have the honour of —e them I will 
vote as they direct so that I do not consider myself 
an independent member. Still I have my own 
private views in the matter. oe 

Mr. Armsrronc.—I beg to move that this Society 
do not pledge itself to support any particular can- 
didate, but that every member vote as he thinks 
best, 

Mr. TaLtontirE.—I beg to second that. - 

Mr. Campse.u.—lf I may be allowed, as a visitor, 
to give an opinion on the selection of members of 
Council, I would remind you that Mr. Mulvey was 
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nominated by the Societies of the North of Eng- 
land, and no one can say that he has not faithfully 
discharged his duty. Mr. Mulvey has acted in a 
most straightforward way as the representative of 
the Societies ; and I think everyone will agree with 
me when I say that I may say the same of Professor 
Walley. He is well known as a representative in 
his professional capacity; he has spent a great 
amount of money in furthering the interests of the 
profession, and if you at any time ask him to come 
forward with a paper, he is willing to do so. 

Mr, Fautkner.—I should like to say that there 
are few more important topics than this one for our 
attention. I do not think that the fact of a candi- 
date being a Fellow should debar him from the 
Council. It is well known that some members who 
are Fellows hold much the same views as a good 
many of you—more particularly as to the 9th Clause, 
a number of gentlemen who are Fellows, and mem- 
bers of Council think notwithstanding that an in- 
justice was done in the past, and if there was any 
remedy for it that it should be applied. We all 
have our own individual opinions and look at things 
differently, but I hope in an unbiassed way. I con- 
fess I was surprised when I heard the remarks 
which fell from Mr. Campbell, who agitated the 
question of the 9th Clause many years ago, saying 
that it was manly to turn completely round and act 
diametrically opposite to what they originally 
stated they were disposed to do—he and I don’t 
agree as to what is “ manliness.” 

As I understand Mr. Macintosh, he thought that 
all members of the profession should be eligible for 
election to the Council, but that the Examiners 
should be selected from the Fellows. As to the 
latter part I take a different view. I maintain, 
and I have always maintained, and unless I see 
good reason to change I shall still maintain—I never 
yet met the man who could prove to the contrary 
that when a man gets his diploma, with that diploma 
he gets certain rights and privileges, and if he 
continues a respectable member of the profession I 
hold that those privileges should not be taken away. 
There has never been any good reason for taking 
them away. I hold that it was an injustice to pre- 
vent a large portion of the profession from holding 
positions of honour in it. With regard to certain 
questions which will be very much before the pro- 
fession in the coming election, one of which has 
been alluded to, viz., the dual appointment of mem- 
ber of Council and Examiner. I agree that it is 
wrong in principle, and if any gentleman can show 
it is right I will yield my position. Had Examiners 
not been members of Council we should have had a 
different investigation and a different result of the 
recent unpleasantness which occurred in Edinburgh : 
The Council was sitting in judgment upon itself— 
I don’t say who was right. I quite agree with Mr. 
Greaves that the members of Council who are Ex- 
aminers are good men, but I hold the principle is 
wrong. Another subject occurs to my mind. and 
it is that the whole of the Council, Vice-Presidents 
as well as members, ought to be elected by the Pro- 
fession. Vice-Presidents are now elected by the 
Council alone, not by the body of the profession, as 





they ought to be. I think that the fact of a man 
being a Fellow should be no objection to his election 
on the Council, because there are many Fellows who 
are perfectly at one with the views I have ex- 
pressed, and perfectly sound at heart on this question. 

Mr. Mc Intosu.—I would just like to say another 
word on this question, and it is this: that my idea 
from the beginning has been that there are business 
matters connected with the government of the Pro- 
fession from which the bulk of the Profession are 
excluded. I have no fault to find with tbe Fellows 
taking a distinctive position. What I hold is this: 
that at the time this rule was put into force, a dis- 
tinct and great injustice was done to those members 
who did not qualify, and all chance of participating 
in the full benefits afforded by the Profession was 
cut off fromthem. Our Profession is so slow to act 
that the £600 or £700 mentioned by Mr. Greaves 
would probably not be raised, but if the members 
were simply to withold themselves and pay nething 
into the funds of the Profession until such times as 
we had our grievances righted they would find some 
good result. We have a right of property taken 
away by that Clause. Why should the Fellow 
monopolise the whole management of the Profession 
to the exclusion of the others. I have refrained 
from attempting to take the degree on principle. 
Many members neither have the time nor the 
desire to take the Fellowship and pay the fee, and it 
is certain we cannot all become Fellows. Then why, 
in the name of all that is good should they be deprived 
of all the benefits while at the outset they had these 
benefits. That is the strongest ground of objection 
Ihave. Gentlemen may become Fellows provided 
they do not feel as I do, who have taken up a princi- 
ple and adhered to it. 

Mr. CampsBeti.—May I be allowed to make an 
explanation. Perhaps you may have received a 
wrong impression as to my view of the position of 
members of the Profession. You are well aware 
that when I became a candidate I communicated my 
views in a plain manner by circular in which I 
stated that 1 thought that the passing of a law 
taking away what I considered was the birthright 
of every member was iniquitous that I would oppose 
it might and main, and my view was then and still 
is that it was a wrong law entirely, this taking 
away of member's privileges, and that view was dis- 
tinctly stated. 

Mr. Armstrong’s motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. Mc Inrosu then read a paper ‘‘ On a case of 
Laryngeal Obstruction,” illustrated with morbid 
specimens. After which he desired the opinion of 
the members as to whether what was known as a 
* orunter” was the result of disease or conformation, 
and whether when the animal was neither a roarer nor 
whistled, but merely grunted, it was unsound. 

Mr. Car.iste, referring to the obstruction, thought 
that tracheotomy might have been adopted and time 
thus given for closer examination. 

Mr. Greaves.—This is an interesting specimen 
and an unusual ease. I have never seen a case like 
it. Ithink that the horse might have been kept 
alive for a few days by putting in a tracheotomy 
tube, but the chances are that the horse would have 
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died whilst the operation of removing the tumour 
was being performed. Probably the blood wouldrun 
down the larynx getting into the bronchial tubes, 
and he would die of inflammation. I don’t think 
anyone could have diagnosed the case more correctly, 
It was exceedingly peculiar. 

Mr. Mc Inrosu.—The symptoms occurred perhaps 
two or three times in the twenty-four hours. There 
was no continuous difficulty in breathing. It was 
while attempting to swallow solid food, as with a 
carrot I gave him, that all the characteristic symp- 
toms were produced. So that it was difficult to 
determine what was the obstruction. This continued 
eight days from the time I first saw him, but the 
tumour must have been there longer than that: I 
believe it would take months to grow. He made no 
noise in his breathing. 

Mr. LirrLe mentioned a similar case within his 
experience. It was a colt about ten months old. It 
had these fits for two or three months, but I only saw 
it have two. It had never been haltered, and the 
last day it was alive we tried to put one on and I 
proposed tracheotomy, but the owner thought that 
when it came out of the fit it might be adopted, but 
in the morning the horse was dead. He did make 
a great deal of noise during the time he was in the 
fits. If there had been a tracheotomy tube put in 
that animal I have not the least doubt that I could 
have taken off the tumour. I have seen one or two 
somewhat similar cases without tumours caused by 
getting horses out that were “ mired,”’ and when the 
halters were not put on properly. 

Mr. Mc Inrosu.—The question of tracheotomy 
could only occur to a person looking for a short 
time at the animal. The difficulty in breathing did 
not last more than two minutes; at other times he 
was perfectly free in the breath. It was only after 
he took solid food that this tumour became pressed 
on the epiglottis. 

Mr. CampsEtu,—lI think it would be very inter- 
esting if we knew the nature of the tumour (it was 
snbsequently cut up). He thought a tracheotomy 
tube should have been tried. This is a pharyngeal 
tumour, and not a laryngeal one. I had a similar 
case, where a polypus formed in the larynx. It pro- 
duced a great noise, and I at once passed a tracheo- 
tomy tube into the animal. It went on for six 
months, but the cartilages gave way and it inter- 
fered with the animal swallowing and this was the 
result, a large mucous tumour in the larynx. 

(The specimen was handed round and cut into) 
and the President suggested that it be sent to Prof. 
Mc Fadyean for microscopic examination, and _ its 
exact nature ascertained, which was agreed to.) 

Mr. Mc Inrosu.—As to grunting, I am anxious to 
know whether in testing a clydesdale cart horse for 


instance, he is neither a roarer nor whistler, but if | \ 
you strike him he grunts, is he to be considered un- | @ noise, but if you strike him suddenly he will make 
sound. In other words is grunting per se unsound- ‘a noise. I don’t think it is anything but fear, 


ness. 

Mr. Greaves thought he was unsound if he 
grunted. He is a roarer if he grunts. 
establishment if they grunt I consider them unsound, 
but we have discretionary power, 
grunting is very bad we pass them, 











At our|a roarer and a grunter at the same time, 


and unless the | same as striking a man in the ribs, he will give a 
and we have | grunt simply because it is an act of expiration. ! 


not one case in ten years come back on our hands, 
have seen light horses that will grunt if you raise 
your hand ever so gently, but if you galloped them 
they could not be made to whistle or make a noise. 
We never reject a horse unless he roars very much 
indeed. 

Mr. Caruisie.—A horse may be thoroughly tested 
in every respect and his wind be good, but if you 
strike him he makes a noise. Is it nervousness, and 
is he unsound? There is plenty of room for Veterin- 
ary Surgeons to differ on this question. I should 
say he was unsound, 

Mr. Greaves.—So would I. 

Mr. Faunkner referred toa case where his opinion 
had been asked on a horse which had hunted the 
previous season, he gave it as his opinion that it 
was sound enongh for harness, and would do his 
work satisfactorily. but if he hunted another season 
he would undoubtedly make a noise. Another case 
was that of a roarer, ‘1 put in one of Jones’ tracheo- 
tomy tubes and immediately the noise ceased.” My 
idea as to grunting is that it is due to the expulsion 
of air, because this horse, directly you lifted the 
stick, brought the airthrough the tube. I think he 
is unsound, and if he is not a roarer then he will 
become one. 

Mr. Bett.—The noted prize horse, “ Erl King,” 
as a two-year-old was a grunter, and he never be- 
came a roarer in his gallop. He was examined by 
nearly every well-known Veterinary Surgeon in 
England, and a good many in Scotland, and he was 
always passed as sound, He was objected to at a 
local show, when two years old on account of his 
grunting. I examined him and gave him a_ very 
severe test, and my opinion was that he was sound, 

Mr. Greaves.—What is your opinion of the causes 
of grunting ? 

Mr. Bect,—lI think it is an involuntary sound 
which may be made without disease being present. 
It is a well-known fact that if a man is hit suddenly 
in his ribs or abdomen, he grunts. Now is there 
any unsoundness in his wind? Doves it arise from 
disease 2? I have experienced the fact that horses 
which grunt in early life have become roarers and 
whistlers, but I don’t know that this is indicative in 


| every case—that because a horse grunts he is un- 


sound and will becomea roarer. If you attempt it 
you can make horses grunters by habitually striking 
them. Nervous horses will constantly do it. | 
have never examined the larynx of a grunter to as- 


‘certain whether there was disease, but there is a 


probability that there is none. In“ Erl King’s” 
case he was put to severe tests, and up to the time of 
leaving Mr. Fearon’s hands he was perfectly sound 
in wind, and he was then 12 or 14 years old. 

Mr. Howe mentioned a case where he had tested 
the animal up a hill without making him give out 


Mr. Camrnes.—My opinion is thata grunting 
horse has no relation at all toa roarer. You may have 


I think 
they may be quite distinct. Grrunting is just the 
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is a physiological act. A nervous animal first holds 
his wind, expecting the blow, and after that lets it 
go. Youcan make a horse grunt in a very few 
weeks or days, or perhaps at once, by habitually 
hitting him. The distinctive characteristic of a 
roaring horse is that the sound is produced by inspir- 
ation. This matter should be particularly settled, 
and I think that when our friends say they have con- 
demned horses as grunters I would have them see 
them at work. They would then see that they are 
good honest working horses. 

Mr. Fautxner.—lI can find a large number of 
roarers that do grunt, and I assert that you have a 
far larger proportion of roarers that grunt than of 
sound horses that are grunters. 

Mr. Mc Introsu.—I have had a difficulty on being 
asked for my opinion upon a horse that neither 
roared or whistled, but which grunted, as to whether 
T could pass it as sound or not. My own impression 
is that a grunter is predisposed to roaring. 

Mr. Greaves.—My friend Mr. Bell says if he 
strikes me I will make a noise from fear, and a horse 
will do the same, but how does it happen that you 
may strike 30 and only one perhaps makes a noise. 
There is a cause for their not grunting. The grunter 
if he takes a cold will nearly always end in a roarer. 
I say a sound horse has no right to make a grunt, 
and strike him as often as you like will not grunt. 

Mr. CampBeEtu.—I don’t recognise grunting as a 
premonitory symptom of roaring. 

The PresipEnt closed the debate,and the members 
adjourned to the dining room. 

Joun Armstrrone, Hon Sec. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


An ordinary General Meeting of the above Society 
took place at the First Avenue Hotel on April 4th. 
Mr. Alfred Broad, the President, in the chair, and 
present twenty-five Fellows of the Society and seven 
visitors. 

The Presmxent said before calling upon the 
Secretary to read the minutes, he wished to heartily 
welcome those members of the Southern Counties’ 
Veterinary Medical Association who were present, 
and he hoped they would have a pleasant evening. 
Professor Pritchard, ex-president of the Southern 
Counties’ Association having responded, and the 
minutes being confirmed, the Secretary read letters 
of apology for non-attendance from Professor Walley 
and Mr. Henry Withers. 

Mr. F. W. Stanley, M.R.C.V.S., of Old Kent Road, 
London, was unanimously elected a Fellow of the 
Society. and Mr. Alfred Prudames, M.R.C.V.S., of 
Berkhampstead, and Mr. H. C. Legge, M.R.C.V.S., 
of Dorking were nominated for Fellowship. 

Mr. Wiiu1am Hunting then read his paper on 
“The Teaching and Examining of Candidates for 
the Diploma” (which we printed in a former issue) 
which was received with great interest. 

The PreEsipEnNT said it occurred to him that now 
this subject had been fairly started it should not be 





allowed to drop; he enquired the feeling of the 
meeting as to the adjournment of its discussion. 

At the request of Professor Pritchard and other 
gentlemen, it was arranged that Mr. Hunting’s 
paper should be printed and circulated among the 
Fellows of the Society. 

Professor AXE then moved “that the discussion 
be adjourned to the next meeting, and that after 
further consideration a committee be formed to draw 
up a report and make any further representation to 
the Council, with a view to taking steps for re- 
organising the system of examination if it be 
desirable.” 

Mr. Hurnpate had pleasure in seconding Pro- 
fessor Axe’s resolution, which was put to the meet- 
ing and carried. 

The Present proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Essayist. Mr. Barford seconded the ‘motion, say- 
ing, it gave him extreme satisfaction as a visitor to 
attend the meeting and listen to the paper, speaking 
after a long experience he could say that he had 
never listened to a more comprehensive and valuable 
paper concerning their professional welfare, and it 
was a wise decision to postpone the consideration of 
the subject. Mr. Hunting had entered into the 
matter with the warmth, zeal, and vigilance which 
characterized all his undertakings, and which was 
sure to culminate in success. 

Mr. Huntine having replied, the proceedings 
closed. Srpney Viiuar, Hon. Sec. 








ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Fellows and Members of the R.C.V.S. 


Having been again nominated as a Candidate for 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, I beg to solicit the favour of your support. 

Iam strongly of opinion that the Matriculation 
Examination should be under the control of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. 1am also of opinion that 
in the interests of the Students, the Professors, and 
the Public, it is desirable that some portion of the 
professional examinations should. be conducted in 
writing, and I would be glad to see some means 
devised, either by compulsory pupilage or other- 
wise, by which the students would be enabled to 
acquire more practical knowledge. 

I have already brought under the notice of the 
Council the gross injustice of permitting military 
and uaval officers, pensioners, and policemen to 
occupy such positions in the public service as should 
be rightly held by Veterinary Surgeons, and if 
elected I shall continue to endeavour to have this 
abuse rectified. 

I will support any well-considered scheme for 
dividing the country into electoral districts, in 
order that each portion of the kingdom shall be 
fairly represented on the Council. 

Until I was elected a member of the Council in 
1882 Ireland had been unrepresented on the Central 
Governing Body of our profession. It seems only 
fair that this country should return at least one 
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member to the Council, and I therefore confidently 
ask for your vote in the interest of the unity of the 
Veterinary profession, and if elected I shall en- 
deavour to support such measures as will promote 
its prosperity and benefit its members. 
I remain, yours faithfully, 
New Quay, Drogheda, Tuos. H. Stmcocks. 
Ireland. 








ELECTION OF COUNCIL, 1889. 
Sir, 

Is the heading of an anonymous circular J. L. 
(whoever he may be) has had the audacity to for- 
ward to the members of the Veterinary Profession. 
Personally, I thank him for advertising my name as 
a candidate for a seat on our Council (although I 
trust J. L. is not one, for we want no such narrow 
minded candidates) and as an Examiner (which 
J. L. evidently is not) but I think he might have 
added the length of time our Council has honoured 
me with that distinction, and also have informed 
you that lam a F.R.C.V.S. and a Country Prac- 
titioner (J. L. evidently was unaware of this, or he 
would have called me a practitioners representative). 
Moreover, he should have added that I enjoy an 
equal privilege with himself (if he has that privi- 
lege) of being nominated for our Council, and also 
of election if the Members of the Profession choose to 
elect me ; ana I hope they will if for no other reason 
than to show their ,disapproval of J. L’s anonymous 
circular, because such should not be tolerated by the 
profession, when they are issued against individuals 
who have not committed themselves to any un- 
constitutional procedures. 

As this dual appointment question seems to be 
the topic upon which some would have this years 
contest fought, perhaps it would be well for me to 
remind J. L. and his clique that a great deal has 
been said of late years against interfering with the 
rights and privileges of the members of our pro- 
fession, and I am one of those who agree with 
this (J. L. evidently is not); and consequently 


would not sanction “a ix clause” for Examiners, | 


although the profession sanctioned their rights and 
privileges to be interfered with in 1875 I do not 
think for one moment, that it will be allowed to-day. 
Therefore I challenge J. L. to give us an instance 
of any examiner taking undue advantage of his 
position on the Council or ofany harm accruing to 
the R.C.V.S. thereby to warrant us in doing so 
(perhaps J. L. will enlighten us on this point). 

On the other hand, I believe that, as our Council 


is at present constituted, the presence of Ex- | 


aminers is the very opposite of being detrimental to 
the profession, for they can watch the movements of 


some of the “other”? members of Council (J.L., no | 


doubt, will be able to inform us whether this is 
requisite or not). 

If J. L. and his clique will not consider it too 
presumptuous on our part to offer a little advice, we 
would suggest that J. L, had better agitate to pro- 
hibit our Councilmen—whose actions the profession 
have a perfect right to control—from electing 
themselves to any offices at their disposal, although 


we think he will find this a difficult task, since his 
clique might be divided on this point. 

No, Gentlemen, the Veterinary Profession does 
not require to deprive any individual member of his 
right to represent any section of the profession on 
our Council, but to elect staunch Veterinarians—who 
will pledge themselves to uphold the R.C.V.S.—to 
form their Council, and make proper and adequate 
regulations for their guidanee. 

If the Electors are particular on this point it 
matters not whether the Council is composed of 
teachers, examiners or anybody else, and we need 
have no fear of any “clique,” “ring,” or whatever 
name is given to certain sections of our profession. 

I am a firm believer in a Stycie Dietoma Grant- 
ING Bopy, viz., The R.C.V.S., and as such I solicit 
your votes in the coming election. 

Tam glad to see the Council have adopted the 
plan of arranging the names of the candidates on 
the voting paper alphabetically, also that each 
candidate is to be nominated by only one person, 
although I have to thank quite a number of gentle- 
men for having nominated me as a Candidate for the 
Council this year. 

I am, faithfully yours, 
Gro, A, Banna. 





REVIEW. 
A “CRITICAL” REVIEW— 
re SCARLET FEVER. 


In 1886 the Local Government Board, of which 
Dr. Buchanan is the Chief Medical Adviser, 
issued a series of papers on Milk-Scarlatina. Dr. 
Power’s report on an outbreak of Scarlatina in 
Marylebone not only traced the disease to milk dis- 
tributed from a dairy at Hendon, but seemed to 
prove that the milk was not infected in the usual 
way, by human agency, but directly from a disease 
of the udders of cows. His theory was apparently 
supported by experiments and observations carried 
out by Dr. Klein. 

The startling suggestion that such a common and 
dangerous disease as Scarlatina arose from some 
un-appreciated disease of the _cow, and might 
readily be disseminated by the milk, caused a great 
sensation. A large section of the Medical Profes- 
sion accepted the theory as correct ; the daily-press 
took it up with simple faith; milk sellers experi- 
enced pecuniary loss and the grossest Inconventence; 
whilst the Veterinarian was sneered at for not 
‘having long since recognised the disease of cows 
| which possessed such fatal transmissibility. ‘To the 





' Agriculturist it did seem strange that a contagious 
| disease of animals should have been able to exist 
| without a suspicion of its dangerous nature. lo 
some pathologists also, who had experience of 
animal diseases, it seemed inexplicable that no 
ereater proportion of Scarlet Fever should be found 
in those persons connected with cows than 
| with those connected with books, or with 
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omnibuses ; and that when Scarlet Fever prevailed 
extensively no one had detected any corresponding 
prevalence of disease of the udders of cows. 

To clear up the difficulties and arrive at the truth 
an investigation of the subject was entrusted to 
Prof. Brown of the Agricultural Department of the 
Priyy Council Office. The investigation was carried 
out in every direction likely to lead to a solution, 
and the result was embodied in a “ Report on 
Eruptive Diseases of the teats and udders of cows in 
relation to Scarlet Fever in Man,” published towards 
the end of 1888. That Report we noticed in De- 


cember last, and characterised it as “one of the most | 


thorough and logical refutations of an error that has 
ever been written.” 

In March 1889 an anonymous article appeared in 
The Practitioner, and has since been published in 
pamphlet form. It purports, by its title, to be a 
“Critical Review of Prof. Brown’s Report, &c.” 
We have read it carefully and fail to find the slightest 
excuse for the assumption of such a title. The 
strongest buttresses of Dr. Power's original theory 
were the experiments of Dr. Klein, who demonstra- 
ted the existence of an organism in the sores on the 
udders of the cows at Hendon, a precisely similar 
organism in some cases of Scarlet Fever, and the 
production in calves of definite lesions by the intro- 
duction of either organisms into their systems. It 
certainly seemed from this that he had discovered an 
organism common to cow-disease aud to Scarlet 
Fever, and the inference was that it was the specific 
cause of both. Dr. Crookshank in Prof. Brown’s 
Report, however, showed that this organism was not 
always present in Scarlet Fever, nor in cow-disease ; 
and it was to be met with in the lesions of many 
other diseases—in fact that it was a septic organism 
to be found in allsorts of cases when septic changes 
had taken place in the lesions accompanying the 
disorder. 

This most important part of the enquiry the 
“critical”? reviewer quietly passes without the 
slightest remark, in fact he cannot by any stretch of 
courtesy be said to criticise the Report at all. What 
he does is to hyper-critically find fault with one or 
two small sections of the evidence upon which Prof. 
Brown’s Report is founded. His main attack is 
made upon Prof. Axe’s Report. He states that Prof, 
Axe did not visit the dairy “ until a date when the 
characteristic signs of the affection had admittedly 
disappeared,” and therefore had to depend for his 
description of the disease upon the evidence of the 
farmer, the herdsman, and certain dairymen. A few 
pages farther on he complains that the Professor 
nowhere gives any description of the disease himself. 
How could he? He did all he could and was not far 
wrong in accepting the descriptions given by men 
who were perfectly conversant with the appearances 
they described. The “Critical Reviewer ” next la- 
bours hard to show how unlikely it was that Scarlet 
Fever could be carried from the Mead where it existed, 
to the dairy some six hundred yards off; although 
some of the milkers lived at that place. No one has 
ever said that the infection reached the milk in that 
way. All that Prof. Axe showed was that it might, 
and it will surely be allowed that such a circum- 


stance at anyrate offers a possibility of infection, 
whereas the hypothesis of vrigin from the cows pre- 
sents no possibilities whatever. 

An accusation of misquotation and plagiarism 
which is made against Prof. Axe seems at first sight 
supported by proof. The explanation is very simple 





—the printer of Prof. Axe’s report placed inverted 
‘commas about four lines too high up, and thus the 
last part of the quotation looked as though it were 
Prof. Axe’s own words instead of Dr. Cameron’s. 
As a matter of fact, if Prof. Brown’s Report had 
not included the report by Prof. Axe no evidence 
_would have been wanting to have thoroughly dis- 
| proved Dr. Power's theory. 

Another point the “ Critical Reviewer” attempts 
to make is, that the eruptive disease on the cows at 
| Hendon was not the same as the eruptive disease 
/seen and described by other observers. He appar- 
ently wishes to imply that the Hendon cows were 
affected with some rare malady, and that all the ex- 
periments made with other eruptive diseases were 
consequently inapplicable. He forgets, or suppresses 
the fact that Mr. Villar, m.r.c.v.s., of Harrow, saw 
the Hendon cows and identified the disease in other 
_cowsheds to which it had been undoubtedly conveyed 
from them. How the Hendon cows were affected 
by animals from Derby; how other cows were 
affected from the same original source, how the dis- 
ease was carried from Hendon by amilker to another 
‘dairy, was all detailed in Prof. Brown’s Report. 
That the whole were cases of Cow-pox is accepted 
by everyone who saw and was capable of identifying 
the disease. 

Other matters—of importance if the desire be to 
arrive at truth, he carefully leaves unnoticed. 
There seems no reason to doubt that if a disease can 
be communicated from cows to man it certainly 
must be re-communicable from man to cows. Now 
every possible method of infecting cows with the 
poison of Scarlet Fever was tried but without suc- 
cess. At six other dairies where the cows suffered 
from the same disease as those at Hendon, investi- 
gation was made, but in no case was any Scarlet 
Fever found to attend the use of the milk. 

Throughout the whole article a supercilious tone 
marks allusion to the work of Veterinarians. This 
is nowhere more evident than in-his reference to 
Prof. McFadyean’s work which he says “did not 
take account of occurrences which, to anyone versed 
in etiological research must be regarded, &c.” Very 
little enquiry would have taught him that this kind 
of research is just what Prof. McFadyean is specially 
versed in. We need not, however, dwell upon the 
faults he find with Prof. McFadyean’s Report. The 
Medical Officer of Fettes College, Edinburgh, had 
traced an outbreak of sore-throat amongst the pupils 
to the milk supply from a dairy where some “ teat 
disease” existed. The proof accepted, that the 
milk was the cause, was that the disease ceased 
when all the milk was boiled. In the last number 
of The Journal of Comparative Pathology the editor, 
referring to this, says if this careless critic had 
taken the trouble to get his information at first hand 
he would have found that the disease of the cow’s 
teats existed for two months after the boiling pre- 
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caution was suspended, and that the raw milk from | Rabies.—There were 9 cases of rabies reported 
the suffering cows was consumed as usual without | on during the week in England, all of them in dogs ; 
| 5 were in Kent, 2 in London, 1 in Notts, and 1 in 
In Ireland 15 cases of rabies occurred 


any bad effects. 


No attempt is apparent on the part of this critic | Surrey. 
to arrive at truth, his efforts are directed only to | during the week; 4 dogs were attacked, in Cork, 
the bolstering up of an exploded theory. We are! Dublin, Kildare, and Longford, 2 cattle and 6 sheep 


not certain however that he has not unwittingly 
given the key to the origin of the Local Govern- 
ment Loard’s serious error. He tells us that Dr. 
Buchanan as far back as 1882 had become imbued 
with an idéa that possibly some disease of animals 
might infect milk and thus be transmitted to the 
human subject. Now when the chief of a depart- 
ment gets hold of a plausible looking hypothesis, 
what more natural that that his subordinate shonld 
adopt it, and so, unconsciously, allow it to mar the 
direct course of an investigation ? 





CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the | 


week ended April 18th, 1889. 


Pleuro-pneumonia.—Of 6 fresh outbreaks of this 


| in Cavan and Kildare, and 3 goats in County Down. 


New Fellows. 
| OnApril 24th an Examination for the Fellowship 
| degree was held at Red Lion Square. Five gentle- 
men presented themselves before the Examiners 
Professor Brown, Dr, Fleming, and Professor Duguid 
—and all succeeded in passing: satisfactorily. 
The new fellows are: , 

J. K. Peele, Durham 

J. G. Parr, Leicester 

G. T. Pickering, York 


R. C. Irving, Birmingham 


mee _ 
| NOTES AND NEWS, 
| 
| 





D). M. Storrar, Abergavenny 


Central Veterinary Medical Society. 
An Ordinary General Meeting will be held at 


disease in Great Britain during the week, 4 were | the First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, on Thursday next, 


in the counties of Essex, Kent, London, and York 


(W.R.), in England, and 2 in Edinburgh, in Scot- | 
land. Out of the 25 cattle attacked, 10 were in | 
England and 15 in Scotland, while of 174 healthy | 


cattle exposed to infection which were slanghtered, 


99 


41 were in England and 153 in Scotland. In Ire-| 


land 1 outbreak was reported in the North Dublin 
Union, only 1 animal] was attacked, but 87 healthy 
cattle which had been in contact w:th diseased 
animals, were slaughtered; these were all in the 
South Dublin and Rathdown Unions. 

Anthraz.—In England 4 outbreaks of this 


| May 2nd, at seven p.m. Stpney Vinnar, Hon. Sec. 
AGENDA, 

1.— Minutes. 2. Correspondence, 

3.—Ballot. — Candidates for Fellowship of the 
Society are: (a.) Mr, Alfred Prudames, M.R.C.V.S., 
of Great Berkhampstead. (4.) Mr. H. C. Legge, 
M.R.C.V.S., of Dorking. 

4.—The further consideration of Mr, William 
Hunting’s paper on “The ‘Teaching and Examining 


of Candidates for the Diploma.” (Several gentlemen 
| have intimated their intention of taking part in the 


disease were reported; 2 in Dorset and 1 each in | 


Durham and Northampton. There were 4 animals 
attacked and 1 diseased animal remained alive from 
previous week, 4 diseased animals died, 1 recovered, 
and 1 was alive when the return was made up. No 
fresh cases of anthrax occurred in either Scotland, 
Wales. or Ireland during the week. 

Swine-Fever.—In Great Britain 96 fresh outbreaks 
of swine-fever were reported; 93 of them in Eng- 
land, 2 in Wales, and 1 in Scotland. Of 433 pigs 
attacked and 314 remaining diseased from the 
previous week, 214 were killed, 196 died, 57 re- 
covered, anda large number were again left alive 
when the return was made up. In Ireland 7 out- 
breaks were reported, 38 in Munster and 4 in 
Leinster, in which 25 pigs were attacked. 

Glanders and Farey—In England 10 fresh 
outbreaks of glanders were reported; 1 in Lan- 
cashire, 13 in London, and 1 in Middlesex ; of the 
25 horses attacked 21 were in London. 

There were 8 outbreaks of farecy reported and 12 
horses attacked. all of them in London. No fresh 
outbreak of either glanders or farcy was reported in 
Ireland during the week. 


discussion, ) 


Horseflesh as Human Food, 

We scarcely require legislation te guide us in the 
consumption of our daily articles of food, but it is 
of the utmost importance that the poorer classes in 
our large communities should not receive horseflesh 
when they ask for beef or mutton, This is evidently 
the purpose of the bulky petition presented recent- 
ly to the House of Commons. The petition was 
signed by nearly ninety thousand persons, including 
the Mayors and Corporations of Manchester and 
Salford, in favour of the Bill for regulating 
the sale of horseflesh as human food. It will 
he remembered that only recently a raid was 


'made by the police on a storehouse in London 
‘used for the purpose of distributing hovseflesh 


throughout the Metropolis. This was filtered 
through the small butchers’ shops, and passed 


‘off on the unwary purchasers for what it was 


not. In Paris, horseflesh is a recognised article of 
food, and a large demand exists for if among a see- 
tion of the working classes. The taste for an equine 
steak is not at all a depraved one, and if the British 
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artisan choose to express his preference for such 
there is no reason why he should be denied his 
choice. The Bill before Parliament is only for the 
regulation of the sale of horseflesh, and the immense 
number of signatures attached to the petition is a 
proof that there is urgent need of legislation on the 
subject. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 

Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


LUCIDITY OF EXPRESSION. 
Sir, 

I was much interested in reading your lengthy report 
of the Lancashire discussion on ‘ Milk Fever.” One of 
the medical men who spoke quoted St. Cyr (whose name 
you spelt wrongly more than once) and Dr. Fleming. From 
the latter author he gave a short extract which he honestly 
confessed he did not understand. Now, Sir, I often meet 
with learned sentences which I do not understand, but I 
have hitherto felt that probably my ignorance was the 
explanation of the phenomenon. I am now inclined to 
think that perhaps it is the fault of the writer. Quite 
recently I have come across two specimens which I submit 
to you. Is the fault with me or the writer? Should not 
a man be able to say clearly what he means, providing of 
course that he knows what he means. 


From a weekly agricultural paper I take this :—the in- 
troductory sentence of a Veterinary Article. 


RHEUMATISM. 

‘‘The inbred morbific agent in the development of this 
affection in the exhibition of the local inflammations is 
not confined to any one organ or structure, although more 
disposed to invade the coverings of muscles, tendons and 
certain structures entering into the formation of points 
also the lining and investing membranes of the heart.” 

From Dr. Fleming’s ‘‘ Sanitary Science” I cull the 
following description of the pathological anatomy of a farcy 
ulcer :— 

‘‘ The initial phenomena consist merely in the enlarge- 
ment of nuclei in the ‘cutaneous connective tissue and their 





increased proliferation ; this is evidenced in-the central 
portion by the presence of embryo plastic elements, which 
constitute the greater part of the new tissue. Beyond this 
point there is a zone where the enlarged nuclei yet 
surrounded by a granular nutritive blastema, coagulated by 
the indurating fluid, commence to divide; and in the 
outermost zone is only seen this same exudation which fills 
and distends the meshes of the normal tissue.” 


Perhaps it may be held that the dignity of science and 
the mystery of medicine is better expressed in ponderous 
sentences and awe-inspiring language. The minister’s 
clerk in festive Scotia told his master that the sermon 
preached by his substitute was very weak—anybody could 
understand it, and added ‘no like your ain Sir, which 
jummles the judgment and confoonds the sense.” I venture 
to differ from the clerk, and to think that lucidity of ex- 
pression is nearly as important as exactness of observation. 
I begin to doubt when the words are mixed whether the 
ideas are not also mixed. Yours obediently, A.B.C.D. 


REPRESENTATION ON THE COUNCIL. 
Sir, 

A number of years have passed since three sessions at 
College were substituted for two, so that candidates for the 
diploma might possess a sounder and higher education. 
The profession now contains many members whose educa- 
tion has been obtained under the improved service, not a 
few of whom have given evidence of their worth. Many of 
them have .obtained the higher degree of Fellowship, and 
have demonstrated in practice the possession of other 
qualities necessary to success in life and proving their 
suitability for any of the higher positions in the profession. 
Is it not worthy of note that not one of them has yet ob- 
tained a seat on our Council? They are a large body, and 
entitled to direct representation. 

Yours truly, 
A Fetiow anp A Ture YeEar’s Man. 


CASTRATION BY ECRASEUR. 
Dear &1r, 

Would one of your readers who has had experience of the 
‘‘Ecraseur” method of castrating kindly describe shortly 
the mode of procedure: whether it is applicable in cases 
when the subjects are two, three, and four year olds: 
Whether there is danger of excessive homorrhage: and 
what is to be done in the latter event. ENQUIRER. 

ELECTORAL OBLIGATIONS. 
Sir, i 
I beg to suggest as a reminder to my ‘ Fellow Electors ” 
that when filling up their voting papers they will not fail in 
performing what they may consider their ‘‘ duty ” to them- 
selves and to their profession. F.R.C.V.5. 
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